Reflections on a Lecture called

I am the worst thing since Elvis Presley: On the art of invective speech in Eminem's and JT LeRoy's work"

Although the lecture featured JT's name in its title, it wasn't

exclusively about JT's work, nor was it the intention of the lecture to

give a thorough interpretation of JT's texts. Rather, it wanted to cast

a light on the different uses and purposes of "invective speech"

(including its subcategories, which were referred to as "hate speech"

and "sex speech") by presenting a variety of suitable texts. The lecture

was divided into four parts of different length; the first (rather long)

part was about the art of invective speech in Ancient Rome, focused on

examples from the work of Juvenal und Cicero. The second part was a

brief interlude about the First Amendment, entitled "Artless Art: Hate

Speech and the First Amendment". The (comparatively short) third part

concentrated on a quotation from "The Heart is Deceitful Above All

Things", more precisely the last paragraph of "Foolishness is Bound in

the Heart of a Child", with some sentences ommitted ("The belt swings up

and snaps down across Aaron's back, then across his ass. I know what

that feels like. (...) The belt cracks hard against his ass. She holds

me sometimes, her hand on my thing, and it's so nice. It slaps again on

his ass. Sarah holds me while her boyfriend, any boyfriend, brings the

belt down. Little flecks of saliva spread from Aaron's mouth. But her

hand is beneath me, stroking me. (...)"You sinful, dirty fucker" (...)

And it's hard, my thing, it's hard. (...) She holds me and it's hurting,

but she holds me. And it feels like heaven. The beating has ended, and

now I hope it's my turn, before he holds Aaron and forgets about me and 

my turn"). JT's work was introduced as being extremely popular "at the

moment", and "The Heart is Deceitful Above All Things" was described as

an "episodic novel" (sic), at the beginning of which the four-year-old

main character is reclaimed from his foster family by his mother, and -

beginning of quotation - "works as a prostitute together with his mother

at the end of the novel (= The Heart is Deceitful Above All Things)" -

end of quotation. In discussing the passage from "Foolishness is Bound

in the Heart of a Child", the lecturer first produced arguments in favor

of a position he DIDN'T take: this was the position that this paragraph

was pornographic; a position he didn't follow because he then presented

his counterargument, namely that this "pornographic content" achieved

the status of "aesthetic content", but only within the limits of the

aesthetics of "pop literature" (= popular literature), under which he

obviously categorized JT's texts. "Pop literature" was described to be a

kind of literature where the main intention of the writers was to "try

how far they can go". Why JT's work fits under this description wasn't

discussed, but stated as a fact. The topic of "pop literature" lead over

to "popular culture" and therefore to the fourth and last part of the

lecture, entitled "Eminem: Hate Speech or the Art of Boasting in Rap

Music". Of course, the lecture was much more complex, extensive and

reasoned than my brief summary here. 
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