 Topic: Sex and Materialism
 Instructor: Joon Lee
 Time: MWF 9-10
 Location: 204 Wheeler
CC#: 28433 
"We’re all whores, darlin.’"
 Gina Gershon as Crystal in Showgirls (1996).
Taking the above epitaph as an intuitive truth, this class will explore the cultural representations and ramifications of prostitution. In particular, we will engage with the persona of the "whore" as it resonates with the person who must grapple emotionally and politically with the work of turning sexuality into commerce. We will go beyond the traditional, stereotypical narratives about prostitution that portray whores as irredeemably pathetic and promiscuous, or, even more insidiously, fairy tale princesses-in-disguise: Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman. Instead, using feminist and queer theories, we will complicate the role and broaden the very definition of prostitution beyond that of simply sex work performed by females. Encountering these texts, we will understand how sex work has been used by society to oppress the marginalized, but more importantly, how it’s then been taken up by women and gay men themselves to transform and challenge society’s understanding of power, sexuality, and the means by which we all survive.
 required texts:
 James Baldwin, Giovanni’s Room
 Honoré de Balzac, Nana
 Truman Capote, Breakfast at Tiffany’s
 Marguerite Duras, The Lover
 Gayl Jones, Corregidora
 Nora Okja Keller, Comfort Woman
 J.T. Leroy, Sarah
 Anita Loos, Gentlemen Prefer Blondes
 Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth
Pandora’s Box (film)
Scandal (film)
